
THE MICHIGAN PENAL CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 328 of 1931

CHAPTER XXXVII
FIREARMS

750.222 Definitions.
Sec. 222. As used in this chapter:
(a) “Alcoholic liquor” means that term as defined in section 105 of the Michigan liquor control code of

1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL 436.1105.
(b) “Barrel length” means the internal length of a firearm as measured from the face of the closed breech of

the firearm when it is unloaded, to the forward face of the end of the barrel.
(c) “Controlled substance” means a controlled substance or controlled substance analogue as those terms

are defined in section 7104 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.7104.
(d) “Firearm” means a weapon from which a dangerous projectile may be propelled by an explosive, or by

gas or air. Firearm does not include a smooth bore rifle or handgun designed and manufactured exclusively
for propelling by a spring, or by gas or air, BB's not exceeding .177 caliber.

(e) “Pistol” means a loaded or unloaded firearm that is 30 inches or less in length, or a loaded or unloaded
firearm that by its construction and appearance conceals itself as a firearm.

(f) “Purchaser” means a person who receives a pistol from another person by purchase, gift, or loan.
(g) “Seller” means a person who sells, furnishes, loans, or gives a pistol to another person.
(h) “Shotgun” means a firearm designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired from the

shoulder and designed or redesigned and made or remade to use the energy of the explosive in a fixed shotgun
shell to fire through a smooth bore either a number of ball shot or a single projectile for each single function
of the trigger.

(i) “Short-barreled shotgun” means a shotgun having 1 or more barrels less than 18 inches in length or a
weapon made from a shotgun, whether by alteration, modification, or otherwise, if the weapon as modified
has an overall length of less than 26 inches.

(j) “Rifle” means a firearm designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired from the
shoulder and designed or redesigned and made or remade to use the energy of the explosive in a fixed metallic
cartridge to fire only a single projectile through a rifled bore for each single pull of the trigger.

(k) “Short-barreled rifle” means a rifle having 1 or more barrels less than 16 inches in length or a weapon
made from a rifle, whether by alteration, modification, or otherwise, if the weapon as modified has an overall
length of less than 26 inches.

History: 1931, Act 328, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 750.222;Am. 1964, Act 215, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964;Am. 1978, Act 564,
Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 1978;Am. 1992, Act 217, Imd. Eff. Oct. 13, 1992;Am. 2001, Act 135, Eff. Feb. 1, 2002.

750.222a “Double-edged, nonfolding stabbing instrument” defined.
Sec. 222a. (1) As used in this chapter, “doubled-edged, nonfolding stabbing instrument” does not include a

knife, tool, implement, arrowhead, or artifact manufactured from stone by means of conchoidal fracturing.
(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to an item being transported in a vehicle, unless the item is in a container

and inaccessible to the driver.
History: Add. 2000, Act 343, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2000.

750.223 Selling firearms and ammunition; violations; penalties; “licensed dealer” defined.
Sec. 223. (1) A person who knowingly sells a pistol without complying with section 2 of Act No. 372 of

the Public Acts of 1927, as amended, being section 28.422 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, is guilty of a
misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or a fine of not more than $100.00, or
both.

(2) A person who knowingly sells a firearm more than 30 inches in length to a person under 18 years of
age is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or a fine of not more
than $500.00, or both. A second or subsequent violation of this subsection is a felony punishable by
imprisonment for not more than 4 years, or a fine of not more than $2,000.00, or both. It is an affirmative
defense to a prosecution under this subsection that the person who sold the firearm asked to see and was
shown a driver's license or identification card issued by a state that identified the purchaser as being 18 years
of age or older.

(3) A seller shall not sell a firearm or ammunition to a person if the seller knows that either of the
following circumstances exists:
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(a) The person is under indictment for a felony. As used in this subdivision, “felony” means a violation of
a law of this state, or of another state, or of the United States that is punishable by imprisonment for 4 years or
more.

(b) The person is prohibited under section 224f from possessing, using, transporting, selling, purchasing,
carrying, shipping, receiving, or distributing a firearm.

(4) A person who violates subsection (3) is guilty of a felony, punishable by imprisonment for not more
than 10 years, or by a fine of not more than $5,000.00, or both.

(5) As used in this section, “licensed dealer” means a person licensed under section 923 of chapter 44 of
title 18 of the United States Code who regularly buys and sells firearms as a commercial activity with the
principal objective of livelihood and profit.

History: 1931, Act 328, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 750.223;Am. 1969, Act 210, Eff. Mar. 20, 1970;Am. 1990, Act 321,
Eff. Mar. 28, 1991;Am. 1992, Act 217, Imd. Eff. Oct. 13, 1992;Am. 1992, Act 221, Eff. Mar. 31, 1993.

750.224 Weapons; manufacture, sale, or possession as felony; violation as felony; penalty;
exceptions; "muffler" or "silencer" defined.
Sec. 224. (1) A person shall not manufacture, sell, offer for sale, or possess any of the following:
(a) A machine gun or firearm that shoots or is designed to shoot automatically more than 1 shot without

manual reloading, by a single function of the trigger.
(b) A muffler or silencer.
(c) A bomb or bombshell.
(d) A blackjack, slungshot, billy, metallic knuckles, sand club, sand bag, or bludgeon.
(e) A device, weapon, cartridge, container, or contrivance designed to render a person temporarily or

permanently disabled by the ejection, release, or emission of a gas or other substance.
(2) A person who violates subsection (1) is guilty of a felony, punishable by imprisonment for not more

than 5 years, or a fine of not more than $2,500.00, or both.
(3) Subsection (1) does not apply to any of the following:
(a) A self-defense spray or foam device as defined in section 224d.
(b) A person manufacturing firearms, explosives, or munitions of war by virtue of a contract with a

department of the government of the United States.
(c) A person licensed by the secretary of the treasury of the United States or the secretary's delegate to

manufacture, sell, or possess a machine gun, or a device, weapon, cartridge, container, or contrivance
described in subsection (1).

(4) As used in this chapter, "muffler" or "silencer" means 1 or more of the following:
(a) A device for muffling, silencing, or deadening the report of a firearm.
(b) A combination of parts, designed or redesigned, and intended for use in assembling or fabricating a

muffler or silencer.
(c) A part, designed or redesigned, and intended only for use in assembling or fabricating a muffler or

silencer.
History: 1931, Act 328, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 750.224;Am. 1959, Act 175, Eff. Mar. 19, 1960;Am. 1978, Act 564,

Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 1978;Am. 1980, Act 346, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981;Am. 1990, Act 321, Eff. Mar. 28, 1991;Am. 1991, Act 33, Imd.
Eff. June 10, 1991;Am. 2006, Act 401, Eff. Dec. 28, 2006.

Constitutionality: The Michigan supreme court held that the statute was not unconstitutionally vague as applied to the defendant in
People v Lynch, 410 Mich 343; 301 NW2d 796 (1981).

Former law: See section 3 of Act 372 of 1927, being CL 1929, § 16751; and Act 206 of 1929.

750.224a Portable device or weapon directing electrical current, impulse, wave, or beam;
sale or possession prohibited; exceptions; use of electro-muscular disruption technology;
violation; penalty; definitions.
Sec. 224a. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, a person shall not sell, offer for sale, or possess

in this state a portable device or weapon from which an electrical current, impulse, wave, or beam may be
directed, which current, impulse, wave, or beam is designed to incapacitate temporarily, injure, or kill.

(2) This section does not prohibit any of the following:
(a) The possession and reasonable use of a device that uses electro-muscular disruption technology by any

of the following individuals, if the individual has been trained in the use, effects, and risks of the device, and
is using the device while performing his or her official duties:

(i) A peace officer.
(ii) An employee of the department of corrections who is authorized in writing by the director of the

department of corrections to possess and use the device.
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(iii) A local corrections officer authorized in writing by the county sheriff to possess and use the device.
(iv) An individual employed by a local unit of government that utilizes a jail or lockup facility who has

custody of persons detained or incarcerated in the jail or lockup facility and who is authorized in writing by
the chief of police, director of public safety, or sheriff to possess and use the device.

(v) A probation officer.
(vi) A court officer.
(vii) A bail agent authorized under section 167b.
(viii) A licensed private investigator.
(ix) An aircraft pilot or aircraft crew member.
(x) An individual employed as a private security police officer. As used in this subparagraph, "private

security police" means that term as defined in section 2 of the private security business and security alarm act,
1968 PA 330, MCL 338.1052.

(b) Possession solely for the purpose of delivering a device described in subsection (1) to any
governmental agency or to a laboratory for testing, with the prior written approval of the governmental
agency or law enforcement agency and under conditions determined to be appropriate by that agency.

(3) A manufacturer, authorized importer, or authorized dealer may demonstrate, offer for sale, hold for
sale, sell, give, lend, or deliver a device that uses electro-muscular disruption technology to a person
authorized to possess a device that uses electro-muscular disruption technology and may possess a device that
uses electro-muscular disruption technology for any of those purposes.

(4) A person who violates this section is guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than 4
years or a fine of not more than $2,000.00, or both.

(5) As used in this section:
(a) "A device that uses electro-muscular disruption technology" means a device to which all of the

following apply:
(i) The device is capable of creating an electro-muscular disruption and is used or intended to be used as a

defensive device capable of temporarily incapacitating or immobilizing a person by the direction or emission
of conducted energy.

(ii) The device contains an identification and tracking system that, when the device is initially used,
dispenses coded material traceable to the purchaser through records kept by the manufacturer.

(iii) The manufacturer of the device has a policy of providing the identification and tracking information
described in subparagraph (ii) to a police agency upon written request by that agency.

(b) "Local corrections officer" means that term as defined in section 2 of the local corrections officers
training act, 2003 PA 125, MCL 791.532.

(c) "Peace officer" means any of the following:
(i) A police officer or public safety officer of this state or a political subdivision of this state, including

motor carrier officers appointed under section 6d of 1935 PA 59, MCL 28.6d, and security personnel
employed by the state under section 6c of 1935 PA 59, MCL 28.6c.

(ii) A sheriff or a sheriff's deputy.
(iii) A police officer or public safety officer of a junior college, college, or university who is authorized by

the governing board of that junior college, college, or university to enforce state law and the rules and
ordinances of that junior college, college, or university.

(iv) A township constable.
(v) A marshal of a city, village, or township.
(vi) A conservation officer of the department of natural resources or the department of environmental

quality.
(vii) A law enforcement officer of another state or of a political subdivision of another state or a junior

college, college, or university in another state, substantially corresponding to a law enforcement officer
described in subparagraphs (i) to (vi).

(viii) A federal law enforcement officer.
History: Add. 1976, Act 106, Eff. July 1, 1976;Am. 2002, Act 709, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2002;Am. 2004, Act 338, Imd. Eff. Sept.

23, 2004;Am. 2006, Act 457, Imd. Eff. Dec. 20, 2006.

750.224b Short-barreled shotgun or rifle; manufacture, sale, or possession as felony;
penalty; exceptions; applicability to collector's item.
Sec. 224b. (1) A person shall not manufacture, sell, offer for sale, or possess a short-barreled shotgun or a

short-barreled rifle.
(2) A person who violates this section is guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than 5

years or a fine of not more than $2,500.00, or both.
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(3) This section does not apply to the sale, offering for sale, or possession of a short-barreled rifle or a
short-barreled shotgun which the secretary of the treasury of the United States of America, or his or her
delegate, under 26 USC, sections 5801 through 5872, or 18 USC, sections 921 through 928, has found to be a
curio, relic, antique, museum piece, or collector's item not likely to be used as a weapon, but only if the
person selling, offering for sale or possessing the firearm has also fully complied with section 2 or 2a of 1927
PA 372, MCL 28.422 and 28.422a.

Section 20 of chapter 16 of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 776.20, applies to this
subsection.

History: Add. 1978, Act 564, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 1978;Am. 2008, Act 196, Eff. Jan. 7, 2009.

750.224c Armor piercing ammunition; manufacture, distribution, sale, or use prohibited;
exceptions; violation as felony; penalty; definitions; exemption of projectile or projectile
core; rule.
Sec. 224c. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), a person shall not manufacture, distribute, sell, or use

armor piercing ammunition in this state. A person who willfully violates this section is guilty of a felony,
punishable by imprisonment for not more than 4 years, or by a fine of not more than $2,000.00, or both.

(2) This section does not apply to either of the following:
(a) A person who manufactures, distributes, sells, or uses armor piercing ammunition in this state, if that

manufacture, distribution, sale, or use is not in violation of chapter 44 of title 18 of the United States Code.
(b) A licensed dealer who sells or distributes armor piercing ammunition in violation of this section if the

licensed dealer is subject to license revocation under chapter 44 of title 18 of the United States Code for that
sale or distribution.

(3) As used in this section:
(a) “Armor piercing ammunition” means a projectile or projectile core which may be used in a pistol and

which is constructed entirely, excluding the presence of traces of other substances, of tungsten alloys, steel,
iron, brass, bronze, beryllium copper, or a combination of tungsten alloys, steel, iron, brass, bronze, or
beryllium copper. Armor piercing ammunition does not include any of the following:

(i) Shotgun shot that is required by federal law or by a law of this state to be used for hunting purposes.
(ii) A frangible projectile designed for target shooting.
(iii) A projectile that the director of the department of state police finds is primarily intended to be used for

sporting purposes.
(iv) A projectile or projectile core that the director of the department of state police finds is intended to be

used for industrial purposes.
(b) “Licensed dealer” means a person licensed under chapter 44 of title 18 of the United States Code to

deal in firearms or ammunition.
(4) The director of the department of state police shall exempt a projectile or projectile core under

subsection (3)(a)(iii) or (iv) if that projectile or projectile core is exempted under chapter 44 of title 18 of the
United States Code. The director of state police shall exempt a projectile or projectile core under subsection
(3)(a)(iii) or (iv) only by a rule promulgated in compliance with the administrative procedures act of 1969,
Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of 1969, being sections 24.201 to 24.328 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: Add. 1990, Act 318, Eff. Mar. 28, 1991.

750.224d Self-defense spray or foam device.
Sec. 224d. (1) As used in this section and section 224, "self-defense spray or foam device" means a device

to which all of the following apply:
(a) The device is capable of carrying, and ejects, releases, or emits 1 of the following:
(i) Not more than 35 grams of any combination of orthochlorobenzalmalononitrile and inert ingredients.
(ii) A solution containing not more than 10% oleoresin capsicum.
(b) The device does not eject, release, or emit any gas or substance that will temporarily or permanently

disable, incapacitate, injure, or harm a person with whom the gas or substance comes in contact, other than
the substance described in subdivision (a)(i) or (ii).

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, a person who uses a self-defense spray or foam device to
eject, release, or emit orthochlorobenzalmalononitrile or oleoresin capsicum at another person is guilty of a
misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 2 years, or a fine of not more than $2,000.00, or
both.

(3) If a person uses a self-defense spray or foam device during the commission of a crime to eject, release,
or emit orthochlorobenzalmalononitrile or oleoresin capsicum or threatens to use a self-defense spray or foam
device during the commission of a crime to temporarily or permanently disable another person, the judge who
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imposes sentence upon a conviction for that crime shall consider the defendant's use or threatened use of the
self-defense spray or foam device as a reason for enhancing the sentence.

(4) A person shall not sell a self-defense spray or foam device to a minor. A person who violates this
subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(5) Subsection (2) does not prohibit either of the following:
(a) The reasonable use of a self-defense spray or foam device containing not more than 10% oleoresin

capsicum by a person who is employed by a county sheriff or a chief of police and who is authorized in
writing by the county sheriff or chief of police to carry and use a self-defense spray or foam device and has
been trained in the use, effects, and risks of the device, while in performance of his or her official duties.

(b) The reasonable use of a self-defense spray or foam device containing not more than 2% oleoresin
capsicum by a person in the protection of a person or property under circumstances which would justify the
person's use of physical force.

History: Add. 1980, Act 346, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981;Am. 1991, Act 33, Imd. Eff. June 10, 1991;Am. 1992, Act 4, Imd. Eff. Feb. 21,
1992;Am. 2006, Act 401, Eff. Dec. 28, 2006.

750.224e Conversion of semiautomatic firearm to fully automatic firearm; prohibited acts;
penalty; applicability; “fully automatic firearm”, “licensed collector”, and “semiautomatic
firearm” defined.
Sec. 224e. (1) A person shall not knowingly do any of the following:
(a) Manufacture, sell, distribute, or possess or attempt to manufacture, sell, distribute, or possess a device

that is designed or intended to be used to convert a semiautomatic firearm into a fully automatic firearm.
(b) Demonstrate to another person or attempt to demonstrate to another person how to manufacture or

install a device to convert a semiautomatic firearm into a fully automatic firearm.
(2) A person who violates subsection (1) is guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more

than 4 years, or a fine of not more than $2,000.00, or both.
(3) This section does not apply to any of the following:
(a) A police agency of this state, or of a local unit of government of this state, or of the United States.
(b) An employee of an agency described in subdivision (a), if the manufacture, sale, distribution, or

possession or attempted manufacture, sale, distribution, or possession or demonstration or attempted
demonstration is in the course of his or her official duties as an employee of that agency.

(c) The armed forces.
(d) A member or employee of the armed forces, if the manufacture, sale, distribution, or possession or

attempted manufacture, sale, distribution, or possession or demonstration or attempted demonstration is in the
course of his or her official duties as a member or employee of the armed forces.

(e) A licensed collector who possesses a device that is designed or intended to be used to convert a
semiautomatic firearm into a fully automatic firearm that was lawfully owned by that licensed collector before
the effective date of the amendatory act that added this section. This subdivision does not permit a licensed
collector who lawfully owned a device that is designed or intended to be used to convert a semiautomatic
firearm into a fully automatic firearm before the effective date of the amendatory act that added this section to
sell or distribute or attempt to sell or distribute that device to another person after the effective date of the
amendatory act that added this section.

(4) As used in this section:
(a) “Fully automatic firearm” means a firearm employing gas pressure or force of recoil to mechanically

eject an empty cartridge from the firearm after a shot, and to load the next cartridge from the magazine,
without renewed pressure on the trigger for each successive shot.

(b) “Licensed collector” means a person who is licensed under chapter 44 of title 18 of the United States
code to acquire, hold, or dispose of firearms as curios or relics.

(c) “Semiautomatic firearm” means a firearm employing gas pressure or force of recoil to mechanically
eject an empty cartridge from the firearm after a shot, and to load the next cartridge from the magazine, but
requiring renewed pressure on the trigger for each successive shot.

History: Add. 1990, Act 321, Eff. Mar. 28, 1991.

750.224f Possession of firearm by person convicted of felony; circumstances; penalty;
applicability of section to expunged or set aside conviction; “felony” and “specified
felony” defined.
Sec. 224f. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), a person convicted of a felony shall not possess, use,

transport, sell, purchase, carry, ship, receive, or distribute a firearm in this state until the expiration of 3 years
after all of the following circumstances exist:
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(a) The person has paid all fines imposed for the violation.
(b) The person has served all terms of imprisonment imposed for the violation.
(c) The person has successfully completed all conditions of probation or parole imposed for the violation.
(2) A person convicted of a specified felony shall not possess, use, transport, sell, purchase, carry, ship,

receive, or distribute a firearm in this state until all of the following circumstances exist:
(a) The expiration of 5 years after all of the following circumstances exist:
(i) The person has paid all fines imposed for the violation.
(ii) The person has served all terms of imprisonment imposed for the violation.
(iii) The person has successfully completed all conditions of probation or parole imposed for the violation.
(b) The person's right to possess, use, transport, sell, purchase, carry, ship, receive, or distribute a firearm

has been restored pursuant to section 4 of Act No. 372 of the Public Acts of 1927, being section 28.424 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws.

(3) A person who possesses, uses, transports, sells, purchases, carries, ships, receives, or distributes a
firearm in violation of this section is guilty of a felony, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 5 years,
or a fine of not more than $5,000.00, or both.

(4) This section does not apply to a conviction that has been expunged or set aside, or for which the person
has been pardoned, unless the expunction, order, or pardon expressly provides that the person shall not
possess a firearm.

(5) As used in this section, “felony” means a violation of a law of this state, or of another state, or of the
United States that is punishable by imprisonment for 4 years or more, or an attempt to violate such a law.

(6) As used in subsection (2), “specified felony” means a felony in which 1 or more of the following
circumstances exist:

(i) An element of that felony is the use, attempted use, or threatened use of physical force against the
person or property of another, or that by its nature, involves a substantial risk that physical force against the
person or property of another may be used in the course of committing the offense.

(ii) An element of that felony is the unlawful manufacture, possession, importation, exportation,
distribution, or dispensing of a controlled substance.

(iii) An element of that felony is the unlawful possession or distribution of a firearm.
(iv) An element of that felony is the unlawful use of an explosive.
(v) The felony is burglary of an occupied dwelling, or breaking and entering an occupied dwelling, or

arson.
History: Add. 1992, Act 217, Imd. Eff. Oct. 13, 1992.

750.225 Repealed. 1993, Act 254, Imd. Eff. Nov. 29, 1993.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to printed matter selling or delivering firearms.

750.226 Firearm or dangerous weapon; carrying with unlawful intent.
Sec. 226. Carrying firearm or dangerous weapon with unlawful intent—Any person who, with intent to use

the same unlawfully against the person of another, goes armed with a pistol or other firearm or dagger, dirk,
razor, stiletto, or knife having a blade over 3 inches in length, or any other dangerous or deadly weapon or
instrument, shall be guilty of a felony, punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than 5
years or by a fine of not more than 2,500 dollars.

History: 1931, Act 328, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 750.226.

Former law: See section 4 of Act 372 of 1927, being CL 1929, § 16752.

750.226a Pocket knife opened by mechanical device; unlawful sale or possession; persons
exempted.
Sec. 226a. Any person who shall sell or offer to sell, or any person who shall have in his possession any

knife having the appearance of a pocket knife, the blade or blades of which can be opened by the flick of a
button, pressure on a handle or other mechanical contrivance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by
imprisonment in the county jail for not to exceed 1 year or by a fine of not to exceed $300.00, or both.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to any one-armed person carrying a knife on his person in
connection with his living requirements.

History: Add. 1952, Act 233, Eff. Sept. 18, 1952.

750.227 Concealed weapons; carrying; penalty.
Sec. 227. (1) A person shall not carry a dagger, dirk, stiletto, a double-edged nonfolding stabbing

instrument of any length, or any other dangerous weapon, except a hunting knife adapted and carried as such,
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concealed on or about his or her person, or whether concealed or otherwise in any vehicle operated or
occupied by the person, except in his or her dwelling house, place of business or on other land possessed by
the person.

(2) A person shall not carry a pistol concealed on or about his or her person, or, whether concealed or
otherwise, in a vehicle operated or occupied by the person, except in his or her dwelling house, place of
business, or on other land possessed by the person, without a license to carry the pistol as provided by law and
if licensed, shall not carry the pistol in a place or manner inconsistent with any restrictions upon such license.

(3) A person who violates this section is guilty of a felony, punishable by imprisonment for not more than
5 years, or by a fine of not more than $2,500.00.

History: 1931, Act 328, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 750.227;Am. 1973, Act 206, Eff. Mar. 29, 1974;Am. 1986, Act 8, Eff.
July 1, 1986.

Constitutionality: The double jeopardy protection against multiple punishment for the same offense is a restriction on a court's
ability to impose punishment in excess of that intended by the Legislature, not a limit on the Legislature's power to define crime and fix
punishment. People v Sturgis, 427 Mich 392; 397 NW2d 783 (1986).

Former law: See section 5 of Act 372 of 1927, being CL 1929, § 16753.

750.227a Pistols; unlawful possession by licensee.
Sec. 227a. Any person licensed in accordance with law to carry a pistol because he is engaged in the

business of protecting the person or property of another, except peace officers of the United States, the state
or any subdivision of the state railroad policemen appointed and commissioned under the provisions of Act
No. 114 of the Public Acts of 1941, being sections 470.51 to 470.61 of the Compiled Laws of 1948 or those in
the military service of the United States, who shall have a pistol in his possession while not actually engaged
in the business of protecting the person or property of another, except in his dwelling house or on other land
possessed by him, is guilty of a felony. This section shall not be construed to prohibit such person from
carrying an unloaded pistol to or from his place of employment by the most direct route.

History: Add. 1966, Act 100, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967;Am. 1967, Act 49, Eff. Nov. 2, 1967.

750.227b Carrying or possessing firearm when committing or attempting to commit felony;
“law enforcement officer” defined.
Sec. 227b. (1) A person who carries or has in his or her possession a firearm when he or she commits or

attempts to commit a felony, except a violation of section 223, section 227, 227a or 230, is guilty of a felony,
and shall be imprisoned for 2 years. Upon a second conviction under this section, the person shall be
imprisoned for 5 years. Upon a third or subsequent conviction under this subsection, the person shall be
imprisoned for 10 years.

(2) A term of imprisonment prescribed by this section is in addition to the sentence imposed for the
conviction of the felony or the attempt to commit the felony, and shall be served consecutively with and
preceding any term of imprisonment imposed for the conviction of the felony or attempt to commit the felony.

(3) A term of imprisonment imposed under this section shall not be suspended. The person subject to the
sentence mandated by this section is not eligible for parole or probation during the mandatory term imposed
pursuant to subsection (1).

(4) This section does not apply to a law enforcement officer who is authorized to carry a firearm while in
the official performance of his or her duties, and who is in the performance of those duties. As used in this
subsection, “law enforcement officer” means a person who is regularly employed as a member of a duly
authorized police agency or other organization of the United States, this state, or a city, county, township, or
village of this state, and who is responsible for the prevention and detection of crime and the enforcement of
the general criminal laws of this state.

History: Add. 1976, Act 6, Eff. Jan. 1, 1977;Am. 1990, Act 321, Eff. Mar. 28, 1991.

Constitutionality: The double jeopardy protection against multiple punishment for the same offense is a restriction on a court's
ability to impose punishment in excess of that intended by the Legislature, not a limit on the Legislature's power to define crime and fix
punishment. People v Sturgis, 427 Mich 392; 397 NW2d 783 (1986).

750.227c Transporting or possessing loaded firearm in or upon vehicle; violation as
misdemeanor; penalty; applicability to person violating MCL 312.10(1)(g).
Sec. 227c. (1) Except as otherwise permitted by law, a person shall not transport or possess in or upon a

sailboat or a motor vehicle, aircraft, motorboat, or any other vehicle propelled by mechanical means, a
firearm, other than a pistol, which is loaded.

(2) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not
more than 2 years, or a fine of not more than $2,500.00, or both.
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(3) This section does not apply to a person who violates section 10(1)(g) of chapter II of Act No. 286 of the
Public Acts of 1929, as amended, being section 312.10 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: Add. 1981, Act 103, Eff. Mar. 31, 1982.

750.227d Transporting or possessing firearm in or upon motor vehicle or self-propelled
vehicle designed for land travel; conditions; violation as misdemeanor; penalty.
Sec. 227d. (1) Except as otherwise permitted by law, a person shall not transport or possess in or upon a

motor vehicle or any self-propelled vehicle designed for land travel a firearm, other than a pistol, unless the
firearm is unloaded and is 1 or more of the following:

(a) Taken down.
(b) Enclosed in a case.
(c) Carried in the trunk of the vehicle.
(d) Inaccessible from the interior of the vehicle.
(2) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not

more than 90 days, or a fine of not more than $100.00, or both.
History: Add. 1981, Act 103, Eff. Mar. 31, 1982.

750.227f Committing or attempting to commit crime involving violent act or threat of violent
act against another person while wearing body armor as felony; penalty; consecutive term
of imprisonment; exception; definitions.
Sec. 227f. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), an individual who commits or attempts to commit a

crime that involves a violent act or a threat of a violent act against another person while wearing body armor
is guilty of a felony, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 4 years, or a fine of not more than
$2,000.00, or both. A term of imprisonment imposed for violating this section may be served consecutively to
any term of imprisonment imposed for the crime committed or attempted.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to either of the following:
(a) A peace officer of this state or another state, or of a local unit of government of this state or another

state, or of the United States, performing his or her duties as a peace officer while on or off a scheduled work
shift as a peace officer.

(b) A security officer performing his or her duties as a security officer while on a scheduled work shift as a
security officer.

(3) As used in this section:
(a) “Body armor” means clothing or a device designed or intended to protect an individual's body or a

portion of an individual's body from injury caused by a firearm.
(b) “Security officer” means an individual lawfully employed to physically protect another individual or to

physically protect the property of another person.
History: Add. 1990, Act 321, Eff. Mar. 28, 1991;Am. 1992, Act 218, Imd. Eff. Oct. 13, 1992;Am. 1996, Act 163, Imd. Eff. Apr.

11, 1996;Am. 2000, Act 226, Eff. Oct. 1, 2000.

750.227g Body armor; purchase, ownership, possession, or use by convicted felon;
prohibition; issuance of written permission; violation as felony; definitions.
Sec. 227g. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, a person who has been convicted of a violent

felony shall not purchase, own, possess, or use body armor.
(2) A person who has been convicted of a violent felony whose employment, livelihood, or safety is

dependent on his or her ability to purchase, own, possess, or use body armor may petition the chief of police
of the local unit of government in which he or she resides or, if he or she does not reside in a local unit of
government that has a police department, the county sheriff, for written permission to purchase, own, possess,
or use body armor under this section.

(3) The chief of police of a local unit of government or the county sheriff may grant a person who properly
petitions that chief of police or county sheriff under subsection (2) written permission to purchase, own,
possess, or use body armor as provided in this section if the chief of police or county sheriff determines that
both of the following circumstances exist:

(a) The petitioner is likely to use body armor in a safe and lawful manner.
(b) The petitioner has reasonable need for the protection provided by body armor.
(4) In making the determination required under subsection (3), the chief of police or county sheriff shall

consider all of the following:
(a) The petitioner's continued employment.
(b) The interests of justice.
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(c) Other circumstances justifying issuance of written permission to purchase, own, possess, or use body
armor.

(5) The chief of police or county sheriff may restrict written permission issued to a petitioner under this
section in any manner determined appropriate by that chief of police or county sheriff. If permission is
restricted, the chief of police or county sheriff shall state the restrictions in the permission document.

(6) It is the intent of the legislature that chiefs of police and county sheriffs exercise broad discretion in
determining whether to issue written permission to purchase, own, possess, or use body armor under this
section. However, nothing in this section requires a chief of police or county sheriff to issue written
permission to any particular petitioner. The issuance of written permission to purchase, own, possess, or use
body armor under this section does not relieve any person or entity from criminal liability that might
otherwise be imposed.

(7) A person who receives written permission from a chief of police or county sheriff to purchase, own,
possess, or use body armor shall have that written permission in his or her possession when he or she is
purchasing, owning, possessing, or using body armor.

(8) A law enforcement agency may issue body armor to a person who is in custody or who is a witness to a
crime for his or her own protection without a petition being previously filed under subsection (2). If the law
enforcement agency issues body armor to the person under this subsection, the law enforcement agency shall
document the reasons for issuing body armor and retain a copy of that document as an official record. The law
enforcement agency shall also issue written permission to the person to possess and use body armor under this
section.

(9) A person who violates this section is guilty of a crime as follows:
(a) For a violation of subsection (1), the person is guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not

more than 4 years or a fine of not more than $2,000.00, or both.
(b) For a violation of subsection (7), the person is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for

not more than 93 days or a fine of not more than $100.00, or both.
(10) As used in this section:
(a) “Body armor” means that term as defined in section 227f.
(b) “Violent felony” means that term as defined in section 36 of 1953 PA 232, MCL 791.236.
History: Add. 2000, Act 224, Eff. Oct. 1, 2000.

750.228 Repealed. 2008, Act 196, Eff. Jan. 7, 2009.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to penalties to have pistol inspected.

750.229 Pistols accepted in pawn, by second-hand dealer or junk dealer.
Sec. 229. Any pawnbroker who shall accept a pistol in pawn, or any second-hand or junk dealer, as defined

in Act No. 350 of the Public Acts of 1917, who shall accept a pistol and offer or display the same for resale,
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

History: 1931, Act 328, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;Am. 1945, Act 236, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945;CL 1948, 750.229.

Compiler's note: For provisions of Act 350 of 1917, referred to in this section, see MCL 445.401 et seq.

Former law: See section 10 of Act 372 of 1927, being CL 1929, § 16759.

750.230 Firearms; altering, removing, or obliterating marks of identity; presumption.
Sec. 230. A person who shall wilfully alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the maker, model,

manufacturer's number, or other mark of identity of a pistol or other firearm, shall be guilty of a felony,
punishable by imprisonment for not more than 2 years or fine of not more than $1,000.00. Possession of a
firearm upon which the number shall have been altered, removed, or obliterated, other than an antique firearm
as defined by section 231a(2)(a) or (b), shall be presumptive evidence that the possessor has altered, removed,
or obliterated the same.

History: 1931, Act 328, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 750.230;Am. 1976, Act 32, Imd. Eff. Mar. 5, 1976.

Constitutionality: The statutory presumption contained in this section is unconstitutional. People v Moore, 402 Mich 538; 266
NW2d 145 (1978).

Former law: See section 11 of Act 372 of 1927, being CL 1929, § 16760.

750.231 MCL 750.224, 750.224a, 750.224b, 750.224d, 750.226a, 750.227, 750.227c, and
750.227d inapplicable to certain persons and organizations.
Sec. 231. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), sections 224, 224a, 224b, 224d, 226a, 227, 227c, and

227d do not apply to any of the following:
(a) A peace officer of an authorized police agency of the United States, of this state, or of a political
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subdivision of this state, who is regularly employed and paid by the United States, this state, or a political
subdivision of this state.

(b) A person who is regularly employed by the state department of corrections and who is authorized in
writing by the director of the department of corrections to carry a concealed weapon while in the official
performance of his or her duties or while going to or returning from those duties.

(c) A person employed by a private vendor that operates a youth correctional facility authorized under
section 20g of 1953 PA 232, MCL 791.220g, who meets the same criteria established by the director of the
state department of corrections for departmental employees described in subdivision (b) and who is
authorized in writing by the director of the department of corrections to carry a concealed weapon while in the
official performance of his or her duties or while going to or returning from those duties.

(d) A member of the United States army, air force, navy, or marine corps or the United States coast guard
while carrying weapons in the line of or incidental to duty.

(e) An organization authorized by law to purchase or receive weapons from the United States or from this
state.

(f) A member of the national guard, armed forces reserve, the United States coast guard reserve, or any
other authorized military organization while on duty or drill, or in going to or returning from a place of
assembly or practice, while carrying weapons used for a purpose of the national guard, armed forces reserve,
United States coast guard reserve, or other duly authorized military organization.

(g) A security employee employed by the state and granted limited arrest powers under section 6c of 1935
PA 59, MCL 28.6c.

(h) A motor carrier officer appointed under section 6d of 1935 PA 59, MCL 28.6d.
(2) As applied to section 224a(1) only, subsection (1) is not applicable to an individual included under

subsection (1)(a), (b), or (c) unless he or she has been trained on the use, effects, and risks of using a portable
device or weapon described in section 224a(1).

History: 1931, Act 328, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 750.231;Am. 1958, Act 107, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958;Am. 1964, Act 215,
Eff. Aug. 28, 1964;Am. 1981, Act 103, Eff. Mar. 31, 1982;Am. 1998, Act 510, Imd. Eff. Jan. 8, 1999;Am. 2002, Act 536, Imd.
Eff. July 26, 2002;Am. 2006, Act 401, Eff. Dec. 28, 2006.

750.231a Exceptions to MCL 750.227(2); definitions.
Sec. 231a. (1) Subsection (2) of section 227 does not apply to any of the following:
(a) To a person holding a valid license to carry a pistol concealed upon his or her person issued by his or

her state of residence except where the pistol is carried in nonconformance with a restriction appearing on the
license.

(b) To the regular and ordinary transportation of pistols as merchandise by an authorized agent of a person
licensed to manufacture firearms.

(c) To a person carrying an antique firearm as defined in subsection (2), completely unloaded in a closed
case or container designed for the storage of firearms in the trunk of a vehicle.

(d) To a person while transporting a pistol for a lawful purpose that is licensed by the owner or occupant of
the motor vehicle in compliance with section 2 of 1927 PA 372, MCL 28.422, and the pistol is unloaded in a
closed case designed for the storage of firearms in the trunk of the vehicle.

(e) To a person while transporting a pistol for a lawful purpose that is licensed by the owner or occupant of
the motor vehicle in compliance with section 2 of 1927 PA 372, MCL 28.422, and the pistol is unloaded in a
closed case designed for the storage of firearms in a vehicle that does not have a trunk and is not readily
accessible to the occupants of the vehicle.

(2) As used in this section:
(a) "Antique firearm" means either of the following:
(i) A firearm not designed or redesigned for using rimfire or conventional center fire ignition with fixed

ammunition and manufactured in or before 1898, including a matchlock, flintlock, percussion cap, or similar
type of ignition system or replica of such a firearm, whether actually manufactured before or after 1898.

(ii) A firearm using fixed ammunition manufactured in or before 1898, for which ammunition is no longer
manufactured in the United States and is not readily available in the ordinary channels of commercial trade.

(b) "Lawful purpose" includes the following:
(i) While en route to or from a hunting or target shooting area.
(ii) While transporting a pistol en route to or from his or her home or place of business and place of repair.
(iii) While moving goods from 1 place of abode or business to another place of abode or business.
(iv) While transporting a licensed pistol en route to or from a law enforcement agency or for the purpose of

having a law enforcement official take possession of the weapon.
(v) While en route to or from his or her abode or place of business and a gun show or places of purchase or
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sale.
(vi) While en route to or from his or her abode to a public shooting facility or public land where discharge

of firearms is permitted by law, rule, regulation, or local ordinance.
(vii) While en route to or from his or her abode to a private property location where the pistol is to be used

as is permitted by law, rule, regulation, or local ordinance.
History: Add. 1964, Act 215, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964;Am. 1973, Act 191, Eff. Mar. 29, 1974;Am. 1974, Act 55, Imd. Eff. Apr. 1,

1974;Am. 1978, Act 280, Imd. Eff. July 6, 1978;Am. 2002, Act 82, Imd. Eff. Mar. 26, 2002;Am. 2008, Act 196, Eff. Jan. 7, 2009.

750.231b Sale and safety inspection; persons exempt.
Sec. 231b. Sections 223 and 228 do not apply to a duly authorized police or correctional agency of the

United States or of the state or any subdivision thereof, nor to the army, air force, navy or marine corps of the
United States, nor to organizations authorized by law to purchase or receive weapons from the United States
or from this state, nor to the national guard, armed forces reserves or other duly authorized military
organizations, nor to a member of such agencies or organizations for weapons used by him for the purposes of
such agencies or organizations, nor to a person holding a license to carry a pistol concealed upon his person
issued by another state, nor to the regular and ordinary transportation of pistols as merchandise by an
authorized agent of a person licensed to manufacture firearms.

History: Add. 1964, Act 215, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964.

750.231c “Aircraft,” “approved signaling device,” and “vessel” defined; sections
inapplicable to approved signaling device; sale, purchase, possession, or use of approved
signaling device; violation as misdemeanor; penalties.
Sec. 231c. (1) As used in this section:
(a) “Aircraft” means aircraft as defined in section 43.
(b) “Approved signaling device” means a pistol which is a signaling device approved by the United States

coast guard pursuant to regulations issued under former section 4488 of the Revised Statutes of the United
States, 46 U.S.C. Appx. 481, or under former section 5 of the federal boat safety act of 1971, Public Law
92-75, 46 U.S.C. 1454.

(c) “Vessel” means every description of watercraft, other than a seaplane on the water, used or capable of
being used as a means of transportation on water.

(2) Sections 223, 227, 228, 232, 232a, and 237 shall not apply to an approved signaling device.
(3) A person shall not sell an approved signaling device to a person, nor shall a person purchase an

approved signaling device, unless the purchaser is 18 years of age or older and either of the following apply:
(a) The purchaser possesses and displays to the seller any of the following:
(i) A valid and current certificate of number issued pursuant to section 80124 of part 801 (marine safety) of

the natural resources and environmental protection act, Act No. 451 of the Public Acts of 1994, being section
324.80124 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a vessel.

(ii) If a vessel is considered in compliance with the numbering requirements of this state pursuant to
section 80122 of part 801 of Act No. 451 of the Public Acts of 1994, being section 324.80122 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws, proof of ownership or proof of the vessel's being numbered in another state.

(iii) If a vessel is not required to be numbered or to display a decal under part 801 of Act No. 451 of the
Public Acts of 1994, being sections 324.80101 to 324.80199 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, proof of
ownership of the vessel.

(b) The purchaser is the holder of and displays to the seller a valid and effective airman's certificate of
competency issued by the United States or a foreign government.

(4) A person may possess an approved signaling device only under the following circumstances:
(a) The possession occurs in the process of manufacturing, marketing, or sale of the device, including the

transportation of the device as merchandise, and the device is unloaded.
(b) The device is on a vessel or on an aircraft.
(c) The device is at a person's residence.
(d) The person is en route from the place of purchase to the person's residence or the person's vessel or

aircraft or between the person's residence and the person's vessel or aircraft.
(e) The device is in a vehicle other than a vessel or aircraft and all of the following apply:
(i) The device is unloaded.
(ii) The device is enclosed in a case and either is carried in the trunk of the vehicle which has a trunk or is

otherwise not readily accessible to the occupants of the vehicle.
(iii) Subdivision (d) applies.
(5) A person shall not use an approved signaling device unless he or she reasonably believes that its use is

Rendered Friday, January 22, 2010 Page 11 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 242 of 2009

 Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



necessary for the safety of the person or of another person on the waters of this state or in an aircraft
emergency situation.

(6) A person who sells, purchases, or possesses an approved signaling device in violation of this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or a fine of not more than
$200.00, or both.

(7) A person who uses an approved signaling device in violation of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor,
punishable by a fine of not more than $200.00.

History: Add. 1982, Act 185, Eff. July 1, 1982;Am. 1996, Act 80, Imd. Eff. Feb. 27, 1996.

750.232 Purchasers of firearms; registration.
Sec. 232. Registration of purchasers of pistols, etc.—Any person engaged in any way or to any extent in

the business of selling at retail, guns, pistols, other fire-arms or silencers for fire-arms who shall fail or neglect
to keep a register in which shall be entered the name, age, occupation and residence (if residing in the city
with the street number of such residence) of each and every purchaser of such guns, pistols, other fire-arms or
silencers for fire-arms together with the number or other mark of identification, if any, on such gun, pistol,
other fire-arms or silencer for fire-arms, which said register shall be open to the inspection of all peace
officers at all times, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

History: 1931, Act 328, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 750.232.

Former law: See sections 1 and 2 of Act 250 of 1913, being CL 1915, §§ 15247 and 15248; and CL 1929, §§ 16768 and 16769.

750.232a Obtaining pistol in violation of MCL 28.422; intentionally making material false
statement on application for license to purchase pistol; using or attempting to use false
identification or identification of another person to purchase firearm; penalties.
Sec. 232a. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), a person who obtains a pistol in violation of section 2

of Act No. 372 of the Public Acts of 1927, as amended, being section 28.422 of the Michigan Compiled
Laws, is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days or a fine of not
more than $100.00, or both.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to a person who obtained a pistol in violation of section 2 of Act No. 372
of the Public Acts of 1927 before the effective date of the 1990 amendatory act that added this subsection,
who has not been convicted of that violation, and who obtains a license as required under section 2 of Act No.
372 of the Public Acts of 1927 within 90 days after the effective date of the 1990 amendatory act that added
this subsection.

(3) A person who intentionally makes a material false statement on an application for a license to purchase
a pistol under section 2 of Act No. 372 of the Public Acts of 1927, as amended, is guilty of a felony,
punishable by imprisonment for not more than 4 years, or a fine of not more than $2,000.00, or both.

(4) A person who uses or attempts to use false identification or the identification of another person to
purchase a firearm is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days or a
fine of not more than $100.00, or both.

History: Add. 1943, Act 54, Eff. July 30, 1943;CL 1948, 750.232a;Am. 1990, Act 321, Eff. Mar. 28, 1991.

Compiler's note: For provisions of section 2, referred to in this section, see MCL 28.422.

750.233 Pointing or aiming firearm at another person; misdemeanor; penalty; exception;
"peace officer defined."
Sec. 233. (1) A person who intentionally but without malice points or aims a firearm at or toward another

person is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 93 days or a fine of not
more than $500.00, or both.

(2) This section does not apply to a peace officer of this state or another state, or of a local unit of
government of this state or another state, or of the United States, performing his or her duties as a peace
officer. As used in this section, "peace officer" means that term as defined in section 215.

History: 1931, Act 328, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 750.233;Am. 2005, Act 303, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 2005.

Former law: See section 1 of Act 68 of 1869, being CL 1871, § 7548; How., § 9110; CL 1897, § 11509; CL 1915, § 15232; and CL
1929, § 16776.

750.234 Firearm; discharge; intentionally aimed without malice; misdemeanor; penalty;
exception; "peace officer" defined.
Sec. 234. (1) A person who discharges a firearm while it is intentionally but without malice aimed at or

toward another person, without injuring another person, is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by
imprisonment for not more than 1 year or a fine of not more than $500.00, or both.
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(2) This section does not apply to a peace officer of this state or another state, or of a local unit of
government of this state or another state, or of the United States, performing his or her duties as a peace
officer. As used in this section, "peace officer" means that term as defined in section 215.

History: 1931, Act 328, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 750.234;Am. 2005, Act 303, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 2005.

Former law: See section 2 of Act 68 of 1869, being CL 1871, § 7548; How., § 9111; CL 1897, § 11510; CL 1915, § 15233; and CL
1929, § 16777.

750.234a Intentionally discharging firearm from motor vehicle, snowmobile, or off-road
vehicle in manner that endangers safety of another individual as felony; penalty;
exception; "peace officer" defined; self-defense.
Sec. 234a. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2) or (3), an individual who intentionally discharges a

firearm from a motor vehicle, a snowmobile, or an off-road vehicle in such a manner as to endanger the safety
of another individual is guilty of a felony, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 4 years, or a fine of
not more than $2,000.00, or both.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to a peace officer of this state or another state, or of a local unit of
government of this state or another state, or of the United States, performing his or her duties as a peace
officer while on or off a scheduled work shift as a peace officer. As used in this subsection, "peace officer"
means that term as defined in section 215.

(3) Subsection (1) does not apply to an individual who discharges a firearm in self-defense or the defense
of another individual.

History: Add. 1990, Act 321, Eff. Mar. 28, 1991;Am. 1992, Act 218, Imd. Eff. Oct. 13, 1992;Am. 1996, Act 163, Imd. Eff. Apr.
11, 1996;Am. 2005, Act 303, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 2005.

750.234b Intentionally discharging firearm at dwelling or occupied structure as felony;
penalty; exceptions; definitions.
Sec. 234b. (1) Except as provided in subsection (3) or (4), an individual who intentionally discharges a

firearm at a facility that he or she knows or has reason to believe is a dwelling or an occupied structure is
guilty of a felony, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 4 years, or a fine of not more than
$2,000.00, or both.

(2) An individual who intentionally discharges a firearm in a facility that he or she knows or has reason to
believe is an occupied structure in reckless disregard for the safety of any individual is guilty of a felony,
punishable by imprisonment for not more than 4 years, or a fine of not more than $2,000.00, or both.

(3) Subsections (1) and (2) do not apply to a peace officer of this state or another state, or of a local unit of
government of this state or another state, or of the United States, performing his or her duties as a peace
officer.

(4) Subsections (1) and (2) do not apply to an individual who discharges a firearm in self-defense or the
defense of another individual.

(5) As used in this section:
(a) "Dwelling" means a facility habitually used by 1 or more individuals as a place of abode, whether or

not an individual is present in the facility.
(b) "Occupied structure" means a facility in which 1 or more individuals are present.
(c) "Peace officer" means that term as defined in section 215.
History: Add. 1990, Act 321, Eff. Mar. 28, 1991;Am. 1992, Act 218, Imd. Eff. Oct. 13, 1992;Am. 2005, Act 303, Imd. Eff. Dec.

21, 2005.

750.234c Intentionally discharging firearm at emergency or law enforcement vehicle as
felony; penalty; “emergency or law enforcement vehicle” defined.
Sec. 234c. (1) An individual who intentionally discharges a firearm at a motor vehicle that he or she knows

or has reason to believe is an emergency or law enforcement vehicle is guilty of a felony, punishable by
imprisonment for not more than 4 years, or a fine of not more than $2,000.00, or both.

(2) As used in this section, “emergency or law enforcement vehicle” means 1 or more of the following:
(a) A motor vehicle owned or operated by a fire department of a local unit of government of this state.
(b) A motor vehicle owned or operated by a police agency of the United States, of this state, or of a local

unit of government of this state.
(c) A motor vehicle owned or operated by the department of natural resources that is used for law

enforcement purposes.
(d) A motor vehicle owned or operated by an entity licensed to provide emergency medical services under

part 192 of article 17 of the public health code, Act No. 368 of the Public Acts of 1978, being sections
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333.20901 to 333.20979 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and that is used to provide emergency medical
assistance to individuals.

(e) A motor vehicle owned or operated by a volunteer employee or paid employee of an entity described in
subdivisions (a) to (c) while the motor vehicle is being used to perform emergency or law enforcement duties
for that entity.

History: Add. 1990, Act 321, Eff. Mar. 28, 1991.

750.234d Possession of firearm on certain premises prohibited; applicability; violation as
misdemeanor; penalty.
Sec. 234d. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), a person shall not possess a firearm on the premises of

any of the following:
(a) A depository financial institution or a subsidiary or affiliate of a depository financial institution.
(b) A church or other house of religious worship.
(c) A court.
(d) A theatre.
(e) A sports arena.
(f) A day care center.
(g) A hospital.
(h) An establishment licensed under the Michigan liquor control act, Act No. 8 of the Public Acts of the

Extra Session of 1933, being sections 436.1 to 436.58 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.
(2) This section does not apply to any of the following:
(a) A person who owns, or is employed by or contracted by, an entity described in subsection (1) if the

possession of that firearm is to provide security services for that entity.
(b) A peace officer.
(c) A person licensed by this state or another state to carry a concealed weapon.
(d) A person who possesses a firearm on the premises of an entity described in subsection (1) if that

possession is with the permission of the owner or an agent of the owner of that entity.
(3) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more

than 90 days or a fine of not more than $100.00, or both.
History: Add. 1990, Act 321, Eff. Mar. 28, 1991;Am. 1992, Act 218, Imd. Eff. Oct. 13, 1992;Am. 1994, Act 158, Eff. Aug. 15,

1994.

750.234e Brandishing firearm in public; applicability; violation as misdemeanor; penalty.
Sec. 234e. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), a person shall not knowingly brandish a firearm in

public.
(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to any of the following:
(a) A peace officer lawfully performing his or her duties as a peace officer.
(b) A person lawfully engaged in hunting.
(c) A person lawfully engaged in target practice.
(d) A person lawfully engaged in the sale, purchase, repair, or transfer of that firearm.
(3) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more

than 90 days, or a fine of not more than $100.00, or both.
History: Add. 1990, Act 321, Eff. Mar. 28, 1991.

750.234f Possession of firearm by person less than 18 years of age; exceptions; violation as
misdemeanor; penalty.
Sec. 234f. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), an individual less than 18 years of age shall not possess

a firearm in public except under the direct supervision of an individual 18 years of age or older.
(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to an individual less than 18 years of age who possesses a firearm in

accordance with part 401 (wildlife conservation) of the natural resources and environmental protection act,
Act No. 451 of the Public Acts of 1994, being sections 324.40101 to 324.40119 of the Michigan Compiled
Laws, or part 435 (hunting and fishing licensing) of Act No. 451 of the Public Acts of 1994, being sections
324.43501 to 324.43561 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. However, an individual less than 18 years of age
may possess a firearm without a hunting license while at, or going to or from, a recognized target range or
trap or skeet shooting ground if, while going to or from the range or ground, the firearm is enclosed and
securely fastened in a case or locked in the trunk of a motor vehicle.

(3) An individual who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not
more than 90 days, or a fine of not more than $100.00, or both.
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History: Add. 1990, Act 321, Eff. Mar. 28, 1991;Am. 1992, Act 218, Imd. Eff. Oct. 13, 1992;Am. 1996, Act 80, Imd. Eff. Feb.
27, 1996.

750.235 Maiming or injuring person by discharging firearm; intentionally aimed without
malice; exception; "peace officer" defined.
Sec. 235. (1) A person who maims or injures another person by discharging a firearm pointed or aimed

intentionally but without malice at another person is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for
not more than 1 year or a fine of not more than $500.00, or both.

(2) This section does not apply to a peace officer of this state or another state, or of a local unit of
government of this state or another state, or of the United States, performing his or her duties as a peace
officer. As used in this section, "peace officer" means that term as defined in section 215.

History: 1931, Act 328, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 750.235;Am. 2005, Act 303, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 2005.

Former law: See section 3 of Act 68 of 1869, being CL 1871, § 7549; How., § 9112; CL 1897, § 11511; CL 1915, § 15234; and CL
1929, § 16778.

750.235a Parent of minor guilty of misdemeanor; conditions; penalty; defense; definitions.
Sec. 235a. (1) The parent of a minor is guilty of a misdemeanor if all of the following apply:
(a) The parent has custody of the minor.
(b) The minor violates this chapter in a weapon free school zone.
(c) The parent knows that the minor would violate this chapter or the parent acts to further the violation.
(2) An individual convicted under subsection (1) may be punished by 1 or more of the following:
(a) A fine of not more than $2,000.00.
(b) Community service for not more than 100 hours.
(c) Probation.
(3) It is a complete defense to a prosecution under this section if the defendant promptly notifies the local

law enforcement agency or the school administration that the minor is violating or will violate this chapter in
a weapon free school zone.

(4) As used in this section:
(a) “Minor” means an individual less than 18 years of age.
(b) “School” means a public, private, denominational, or parochial school offering developmental

kindergarten, kindergarten, or any grade from 1 through 12.
(c) “School property” means a building, playing field, or property used for school purposes to impart

instruction to children or used for functions and events sponsored by a school, except a building used
primarily for adult education or college extension courses.

(d) “Weapon free school zone” means school property and a vehicle used by a school to transport students
to or from school property.

History: Add. 1994, Act 158, Eff. Aug. 15, 1994.

Compiler's note: Former MCL 750.235a, which made the reckless use of firearms a misdemeanor, was repealed by Act 45 of 1952,
Eff. Sept. 18, 1952.

750.236 Spring gun, trap or device; setting.
Sec. 236. Setting spring guns, etc.—Any person who shall set any spring or other gun, or any trap or

device operating by the firing or explosion of gunpowder or any other explosive, and shall leave or permit the
same to be left, except in the immediate presence of some competent person, shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment in the county jail not more than 1 year, or by a fine of not more
than 500 dollars, and the killing of any person by the firing of a gun or device so set shall be manslaughter.

History: 1931, Act 328, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 750.236.

Former law: See section 1 of Act 97 of 1875; being How., § 9114; CL 1897, § 11515; CL 1915, § 15250; and CL 1929, § 16782.

750.236a Computer-assisted shooting; prohibited acts; definitions.
Sec. 236a. (1) A person in this state shall not do any of the following:
(a) Engage in computer-assisted shooting.
(b) Provide or operate, with or without remuneration, facilities for computer-assisted shooting.
(c) Provide or offer to provide, with or without remuneration, equipment specially adapted for

computer-assisted shooting. This subdivision does not prohibit providing or offering to provide any of the
following:

(i) General-purpose equipment, including a computer, a camera, fencing, building materials, or a firearm.
(ii) General-purpose computer software, including an operating system and communications programs.
(iii) General telecommunications hardware or networking services for computers, including adapters,
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modems, servers, routers, and other facilities associated with internet access.
(d) Provide or offer to provide, with or without remuneration, an animal for computer-assisted shooting.
(2) As used in this section:
(a) "Computer-assisted shooting" means the use of a computer or any other device, equipment, or software

to remotely control the aiming and discharge of a firearm to kill an animal, whether or not the animal is
located in this state.

(b) "Facilities for computer-assisted remote shooting" includes real property and improvements on the
property associated with computer-assisted shooting, such as hunting blinds, offices, and rooms equipped to
facilitate computer-assisted shooting.

History: Add. 2005, Act 110, Imd. Eff. Sept. 22, 2005.

750.236b Computer-assisted shooting; prohibited conduct; definitions.
Sec. 236b. (1) A person in this state shall not do any of the following:
(a) Engage in computer-assisted shooting.
(b) Provide or operate, with or without remuneration, facilities for computer-assisted shooting.
(c) Provide or offer to provide, with or without remuneration, equipment specially adapted for

computer-assisted shooting. This subdivision does not prohibit providing or offering to provide any of the
following:

(i) General-purpose equipment, including a computer, a camera, fencing, building materials, or a bow or
crossbow.

(ii) General-purpose computer software, including an operating system and communications programs.
(iii) General telecommunications hardware or networking services for computers, including adapters,

modems, servers, routers, and other facilities associated with internet access.
(d) Provide or offer to provide, with or without remuneration, an animal for computer-assisted shooting.
(2) As used in this section:
(a) "Computer-assisted shooting" means the use of a computer or any other device, equipment, or software

to remotely control the aiming and discharge of a bow or crossbow to kill an animal, whether or not the
animal is located in this state.

(b) "Facilities for computer-assisted remote shooting" includes real property and improvements on the
property associated with computer-assisted shooting, such as hunting blinds, offices, and rooms equipped to
facilitate computer-assisted shooting.

History: Add. 2005, Act 111, Imd. Eff. Sept. 22, 2005.

750.236c Violation of MCL 750.236a or 750.236b; penalty; forfeiture.
Sec. 236c. (1) A person who violates section 236a or 236b is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by

imprisonment for not more than 93 days or a fine of not more than $500.00, or both.
(2) A person who has been convicted of violating section 236a or 236b and subsequently violates either of

those sections is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 1 year or a fine of
not more than $1,000.00, or both. In addition, the instrumentalities of the crime are subject to forfeiture in the
same manner as provided in part 47 of the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.4701 to
600.4709.

History: Add. 2005, Act 112, Eff. Oct. 15, 2005.

750.237 Liquor or controlled substance; possession or use of firearm by person under
influence; violation; penalty; chemical analysis.
Sec. 237. (1) An individual shall not carry, have in possession or under control, or use in any manner or

discharge a firearm under any of the following circumstances:
(a) The individual is under the influence of alcoholic liquor, a controlled substance, or a combination of

alcoholic liquor and a controlled substance.
(b) The individual has an alcohol content of 0.08 or more grams per 100 milliliters of blood, per 210 liters

of breath, or per 67 milliliters of urine.
(c) Because of the consumption of alcoholic liquor, a controlled substance, or a combination of alcoholic

liquor and a controlled substance, the individual's ability to use a firearm is visibly impaired.
(2) Except as provided in subsections (3) and (4), an individual who violates subsection (1) is guilty of a

misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 93 days or a fine of not more than $100.00 for
carrying or possessing a firearm, or both, and not more than $500.00 for using or discharging a firearm, or
both.

(3) An individual who violates subsection (1) and causes a serious impairment of a body function of
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another individual by the discharge or use in any manner of the firearm is guilty of a felony punishable by
imprisonment for not more than 5 years or a fine of not less than $1,000.00 or more than $5,000.00, or both.
As used in this subsection, “serious impairment of a body function” includes, but is not limited to, 1 or more
of the following:

(a) Loss of a limb or use of a limb.
(b) Loss of a hand, foot, finger, or thumb or use of a hand, foot, finger, or thumb.
(c) Loss of an eye or ear or of use of an eye or ear.
(d) Loss or substantial impairment of a bodily function.
(e) Serious visible disfigurement.
(f) A comatose state that lasts for more than 3 days.
(g) Measurable brain damage or mental impairment.
(h) A skull fracture or other serious bone fracture.
(i) Subdural hemorrhage or subdural hematoma.
(j) Loss of an organ.
(4) An individual who violates subsection (1) and causes the death of another individual by the discharge

or use in any manner of a firearm is guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than 15 years
or a fine of not less than $2,500.00 or more than $10,000.00, or both.

(5) A peace officer who has probable cause to believe an individual violated subsection (1) may require the
individual to submit to a chemical analysis of his or her breath, blood, or urine. However, an individual who is
afflicted with hemophilia, diabetes, or a condition requiring the use of an anticoagulant under the direction of
a physician is not required to submit to a chemical analysis of his or her blood.

(6) Before an individual is required to submit to a chemical analysis under subsection (5), the peace officer
shall inform the individual of all of the following:

(a) The individual may refuse to submit to the chemical analysis, but if he or she refuses, the officer may
obtain a court order requiring the individual to submit to a chemical analysis.

(b) If the individual submits to the chemical analysis, he or she may obtain a chemical analysis from a
person of his or her own choosing.

(7) The failure of a peace officer to comply with the requirements of subsection (6) does not render the
results of a chemical analysis inadmissible as evidence in a criminal prosecution for violating this section, in a
civil action arising out of a violation of this section, or in any administrative proceeding arising out of a
violation of this section.

(8) The collection and testing of breath, blood, or urine specimens under this section shall be conducted in
the same manner that breath, blood, or urine specimens are collected and tested for alcohol-- and
controlled-substance-related driving violations under the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.1 to
257.923.

(9) This section does not prohibit the individual from being charged with, convicted of, or sentenced for
any other violation of law arising out of the same transaction as the violation of this section in lieu of being
charged with, convicted of, or sentenced for the violation of this section.

History: 1931, Act 328, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 750.237;Am. 2001, Act 135, Eff. Feb. 1, 2002.

Former law: See sections 1 and 2 of Act 25 of 1929, being CL 1929, §§ 16780 and 16781.

750.237a Individuals engaging in proscribed conduct; violation; penalties; definitions.
Sec. 237a. (1) An individual who engages in conduct proscribed under section 224, 224a, 224b, 224c,

224e, 226, 227, 227a, 227f, 234a, 234b, or 234c, or who engages in conduct proscribed under section 223(2)
for a second or subsequent time, in a weapon free school zone is guilty of a felony punishable by 1 or more of
the following:

(a) Imprisonment for not more than the maximum term of imprisonment authorized for the section
violated.

(b) Community service for not more than 150 hours.
(c) A fine of not more than 3 times the maximum fine authorized for the section violated.
(2) An individual who engages in conduct proscribed under section 223(1), 224d, 226a, 227c, 227d, 231c,

232a(1) or (4), 233, 234, 234e, 234f, 235, 236, or 237, or who engages in conduct proscribed under section
223(2) for the first time, in a weapon free school zone is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by 1 or more of
the following:

(a) Imprisonment for not more than the maximum term of imprisonment authorized for the section violated
or 93 days, whichever is greater.

(b) Community service for not more than 100 hours.
(c) A fine of not more than $2,000.00 or the maximum fine authorized for the section violated, whichever

Rendered Friday, January 22, 2010 Page 17 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 242 of 2009

 Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



is greater.
(3) Subsections (1) and (2) do not apply to conduct proscribed under a section enumerated in those

subsections to the extent that the proscribed conduct is otherwise exempted or authorized under this chapter.
(4) Except as provided in subsection (5), an individual who possesses a weapon in a weapon free school

zone is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by 1 or more of the following:
(a) Imprisonment for not more than 93 days.
(b) Community service for not more than 100 hours.
(c) A fine of not more than $2,000.00.
(5) Subsection (4) does not apply to any of the following:
(a) An individual employed by or contracted by a school if the possession of that weapon is to provide

security services for the school.
(b) A peace officer.
(c) An individual licensed by this state or another state to carry a concealed weapon.
(d) An individual who possesses a weapon provided by a school or a school's instructor on school property

for purposes of providing or receiving instruction in the use of that weapon.
(e) An individual who possesses a firearm on school property if that possession is with the permission of

the school's principal or an agent of the school designated by the school's principal or the school board.
(f) An individual who is 18 years of age or older who is not a student at the school and who possesses a

firearm on school property while transporting a student to or from the school if any of the following apply:
(i) The individual is carrying an antique firearm, completely unloaded, in a wrapper or container in the

trunk of a vehicle while en route to or from a hunting or target shooting area or function involving the
exhibition, demonstration or sale of antique firearms.

(ii) The individual is carrying a firearm unloaded in a wrapper or container in the trunk of the person's
vehicle, while in possession of a valid Michigan hunting license or proof of valid membership in an
organization having shooting range facilities, and while en route to or from a hunting or target shooting area.

(iii) The person is carrying a firearm unloaded in a wrapper or container in the trunk of the person's vehicle
from the place of purchase to his or her home or place of business or to a place of repair or back to his or her
home or place of business, or in moving goods from one place of abode or business to another place of abode
or business.

(iv) The person is carrying an unloaded firearm in the passenger compartment of a vehicle that does not
have a trunk, if the person is otherwise complying with the requirements of subparagraph (ii) or (iii) and the
wrapper or container is not readily accessible to the occupants of the vehicle.

(6) As used in this section:
(a) “Antique firearm” means either of the following:
(i) A firearm not designed or redesigned for using rimfire or conventional center fire ignition with fixed

ammunition and manufactured in or before 1898, including a matchlock, flintlock, percussion cap, or similar
type of ignition system or a replica of such a firearm, whether actually manufactured before or after the year
1898.

(ii) A firearm using fixed ammunition manufactured in or before 1898, for which ammunition is no longer
manufactured in the United States and is not readily available in the ordinary channels of commercial trade.

(b) “School” means a public, private, denominational, or parochial school offering developmental
kindergarten, kindergarten, or any grade from 1 through 12.

(c) “School property” means a building, playing field, or property used for school purposes to impart
instruction to children or used for functions and events sponsored by a school, except a building used
primarily for adult education or college extension courses.

(d) “Weapon free school zone” means school property and a vehicle used by a school to transport students
to or from school property.

History: Add. 1994, Act 158, Eff. Aug. 15, 1994.

750.238 Search warrant.
Sec. 238. Search warrant—When complaint shall be made on oath to any magistrate authorized to issue

warrants in criminal cases that any pistol or other weapon or device mentioned in this chapter is unlawfully
possessed or carried by any person, such magistrate shall, if he be satisfied that there is reasonable cause to
believe the matters in said complaint be true, issue his warrant directed to any peace officer, commanding him
to search the person or place described in such complaint, and if such pistol, weapon or device be there found,
to seize and hold the same as evidence of a violation of this chapter.

History: 1931, Act 328, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 750.238.
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750.239 Forfeiture of weapons.
Sec. 239. All pistols, weapons or devices carried, possessed or used contrary to this chapter are hereby

declared forfeited to the state, and shall be turned over to the commissioner of the Michigan state police or his
designated representative, for such disposition as the commissioner may prescribe.

History: 1931, Act 328, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 750.239;Am. 1949, Act 168, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;Am. 1964, Act 215,
Eff. Aug. 28, 1964.

750.239a Disposition of seized weapon.
Sec. 239a. (1) Before a firearm is turned over for disposal under section 239, the police agency that

recovered or confiscated the firearm shall determine if there is a known legal owner of the firearm and
whether the firearm has been reported stolen. If the police agency determines a serial number has been
eradicated from the firearm, the police agency shall submit the firearm to the department of state police or a
forensic laboratory for serial number restoration to determine legal ownership. In making the determination of
ownership required under this subsection, the police agency shall review information contained in the law
enforcement information network and examine that police agency's stolen property reports. If the police
agency determines the firearm is stolen, the police agency shall notify the agency reporting the firearm as
stolen and return the firearm to that agency at the conclusion of the criminal case. The agency receiving the
firearm shall notify the legal owner and provide for disposition of the firearm in compliance with subsections
(3) and (4).

(2) If the owner is not alleged to have been involved in the violation for which forfeiture is required or did
not knowingly allow the firearm to be possessed illegally, notification shall be given at the conclusion of the
criminal case but not later than 90 days before the firearm is disposed of under section 239. Notification under
this subsection may be given by certified mail sent to the owner's last known address, or by personal contact
with the owner.

(3) The police agency shall return a firearm to its owner if the owner claims the firearm within the
notification period and that police agency determines that the owner was not involved in the violation for
which the firearm was seized. Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2), a firearm shall be returned
under this subsection within 30 days after the firearm is claimed by the owner unless the owner is prohibited
from possessing a firearm under state or federal law.

(4) An individual claiming ownership of a firearm may petition the circuit court for return of a firearm
under this section if return of the firearm is denied by the police agency or if the firearm is not returned within
30 days as required under subsection (3). The police agency shall not dispose of a firearm until the expiration
of the 30-day period or, if a petition is filed under this subsection, until permitted to do so by the court.

(5) A police agency shall turn confiscated weapons over to the department of state police under section 239
not more than 1 year after final conclusion of the criminal case and expiration of the appeal period. The police
agency shall first make a reasonable effort to contact the owner of the firearm to determine whether a demand
for the firearm is forthcoming.

(6) A police agency that seizes a firearm for forfeiture under this act shall exercise reasonable care to
protect the firearm from loss or damage while the firearm is in its custody.

(7) As used in this section, “police agency” means 1 or more of the following:
(a) The department of state police.
(b) A county sheriff's department.
(c) A police department or public safety department of a local unit of government.
(d) A police department or public safety department of a college or university.
History: Add. 1996, Act 496, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997.
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